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authorized to receive $3 billion from the fed-
eral government and from WMATA’s jurisdic-
tional partners. He staved off an attempt by 
the nation’s financial industry to collect hun-
dreds of millions of dollars during the financial 
crisis of 2008 from leaseback transactions en-
tered into by public transit systems. As a re-
sult of his leadership both on Capitol Hill and 
in the national media, the public transportation 
industry was saved from a financial domino ef-
fect that would have devastated not only 
WMATA but also major transit systems across 
the country. 

Nearly every major political and historic 
event that took place in Washington, DC, over 
the past three years has been a success due, 
in part, to John Catoe. When a new ballpark 
opened to serve Washington’s first baseball 
team in 40 years, Metro rose to the occasion, 
and a trip to the ballpark on Metro became 
part of the entire Nationals experience. When 
Pope Benedict XVI chose Washington, DC, as 
the first city in the United States to visit after 
his investiture, security needs led to restricted 
travel around the city. With street closures and 
tight security, Metro was the primary way that 
hundreds of thousands of people were able to 
be a part of the historic visit. 

With each of these events, John Catoe was 
preparing his team for the next opportunity for 
WMATA to take part in history. At the same 
time, he was undertaking the painstaking work 
of transforming his agency from one that for 
years had construction at its center to one 
whose primary mission was safe operation. 

Glimmers of that realignment and evidence 
of John Catoe’s leadership manifested during 
the most successful week in Metro’s history. 
Metro’s performance was nearly flawless in 
January 2009, for the most historic Inaugura-
tion in modern history, as Metro provided a 
record 17 hours of rush hour rail service; a 
unique type of rapid bus service on 23 priority 
corridors; and special outreach to passengers 
with disabilities to ensure that they too were 
part of the most inclusive Inauguration in his-
tory. The results of John Catoe’s leadership 
on that day speak for themselves: 1.5 million 
trips were taken on trains, buses, and para-
transit, as millions of people from around the 
world gathered to witness the historic Inau-
guration of Barack Obama as President of the 
United States. 

It seems fitting to me that John Catoe was 
at the helm of Metro when President Obama 
was inaugurated. Mr. Catoe grew up in a seg-
regated Washington, DC. When he was a 
young soldier in the U.S. Army Reserve, John 
Catoe was denied entry into a restaurant in 
Maryland while fellow white soldiers were per-
mitted inside. Through all of his experiences, 
John Catoe retained a quiet confidence and 
serene grace that have sustained him in times 
of volatility. 

This strength was needed on June 22, 
2009, when a rail crash took the lives of nine 
people, including a Metrorail operator. The 
weeks and months that ensued have been 
grueling for families of victims, survivors, and 
the entire Metro family, particularly its leader, 
John Catoe. The investigation into that acci-
dent continues, and we hope that there will 
soon be an opportunity to remedy the prob-
lems that caused the accident, so that we can 
prevent others, not only at Metro, but at transit 
systems around the world. We in the region 

have been grateful for John Catoe’s compas-
sion during an especially tough period and for 
his resolve to get to the root of whatever prob-
lems exist. 

In Washington, DC, the capital of the free 
world, we deserve the finest executives for our 
public transportation system. John B. Catoe, 
Jr., is a rare breed of leader who has proven 
not only that he can deliver results within the 
highest echelons of governance, but perhaps 
more importantly, that he can do so with hu-
mility, strength, and grace. This city and this 
region have been blessed by his leadership. I 
ask, therefore, that my colleagues join me and 
the National Capital Region in expressing grat-
itude to John Catoe for his work in leading 
Metro into a new era. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, yesterday, I missed 2 votes. Had I 
been present, I would have voted as follows. 

Rollcall No. 170, on the Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Pass H.R. 4810, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Rollcall No. 171, on the Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Pass H.R. 4667, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

END VETERAN HOMELESSNESS 
ACT OF 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PHIL HARE 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 22, 2010 

Mr. HARE. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H.R. 4810, the End Veteran 
Homelessness Act. I want to thank Chairman 
FILNER for his leadership on this issue. 

Madam Speaker, on any given night this 
year, over 100,000 veterans are sleeping on 
the streets. And this year alone, 300,000 vet-
erans will experience homelessness. 

Additionally, there has been an alarming in-
crease in the number of female homeless vet-
erans over the last decade. 

Madam Speaker, addressing the National 
Coalition for Homeless Veterans National Con-
ference, Secretary Shinseki said, ‘‘We have a 
moral duty to prevent and eliminate homeless-
ness among Veterans.’’ I could not agree 
more and I applaud the Secretary for his com-
mitment to end veterans homelessness in the 
next 5 years. 

Madam Speaker, we have seen how using 
the media to educate veterans about available 
services has been extremely effective, and in 
order to meet this goal, the Veterans Affairs 
Department should immediately begin con-
ducting media outreach to connect homeless 
veterans to available programs, services and 
benefits. 

That is why I introduced the Help our Home-
less Veterans Act. My bill would direct the 

Secretary of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs to carry out a national media campaign to 
raise awareness about programs and services 
available to homeless veterans and those at 
risk of becoming homeless. 

Madam Speaker, I want to thank Chairman 
FILNER for including my bill into H.R. 4810 and 
acknowledge the special attention the com-
mittee has made to promote awareness of 
such assistance available to homeless women 
veterans and homeless veterans with children. 

Madam Speaker, with increased awareness 
about programs to assist homeless veterans, 
we can end veterans homelessness by 2014. 

No veteran should experience homeless-
ness, and this bill ensures our nation’s heroes 
know where to turn to for help. I urge all my 
colleagues to support H.R. 4810. 

f 

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
ARCTIC MAN RACE 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Madam Speaker, 
today I would like to recognize the 25th anni-
versary of the Arctic Man race, one of the 
most unique competitive events in winter 
sports. Combining downhill skiing, snowboard-
ing, skijoring, and snowmachine racing, Arctic 
Man exemplifies Alaska’s rugged outdoor spir-
it. 

Every year, 13,000 spectators ride their 
snowmachines up to a magnificent alpine set-
ting between Anchorage and Fairbanks, Alas-
ka, to watch this impressive spectacle. The 
race combines athleticism and horsepower as 
a two-man team, consisting of one downhill 
skier or snowboarder and one snowmachiner, 
navigates a perilous course at high speeds. 
With the firing of the starting pistol, athletes 
lunge down a 1,700 foot drop in less than two 
miles, without the aid of ski poles. As the ski-
ers approach the bottom of the hill, they 
merge into a narrow canyon and grab a rope 
tethered to their partners’ snowmachine to 
then be towed at speeds of up to 86 miles per 
hour for 21⁄4 miles uphill. This difficult intersec-
tion can decide the race, as the snowmachine 
must perfectly match the skier’s or boarder’s 
speed and course while also effectively getting 
the pull rope into the athlete’s hand. Once the 
team reaches the top of the mountain, the 
skier or snowboarder releases the tow rope 
and is slingshotted down another 1,200 foot 
descent to slip through the gates at the finish 
line. 

When these men and women mount the 
slopes, they exhibit an admirable model of ag-
gressive athleticism and backcountry moxie to 
make this one of Alaska’s most remarkable 
competitions. As this year’s competitors pre-
pare for the Arctic Man challenge, fine tuning 
their snowmachines, waxing their skis, and 
practicing their technique, I would like to wish 
them all good luck and a safe race! 

Having attended this event before, I can at-
test that it is one of the most exciting and ex-
hilarating competitions which I have ever wit-
nessed. I look forward to joining my fellow 
Alaskans at this year’s Arctic Man to celebrate 
its 25th year of competition. 
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TRIBUTE TO MARY GILLEY 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the retirement of Mary Gilley, the long-
time clerk of the Greene County district court, 
and to express my appreciation for her dedica-
tion and commitment to her community in 
Iowa. 

For the past 26 years, Mary has worked 
with the clerk of court’s office, providing de-
pendable service to the community. Since 
1985 she has been the clerk of the district 
court. Before her time with Greene County, 
Mary worked at a law firm in Fort Dodge, Iowa 
and was employed as a legal secretary in a 
private practice. 

Mary Gilley has left a permanent mark on 
Greene County and will be truly missed at the 
district court, although she plans to continue 
serving the community through volunteer work. 
I know that my colleagues in the United States 
Congress join me in commending Mary for her 
outstanding service to her community and 
congratulating her on her retirement. I con-
sider it an honor to represent Mary in Con-
gress, and I wish her a long, happy and 
healthy future. 

f 

HONORING THE INAUGURATION OF 
THE IKARIA  DISTINGUISHED 
PROFESSORSHIP OF CRITICAL 
CARE 

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today concerning a matter of great interest to 
me, which is the need for greater progress 
and support for children and infants who re-
quire critical care. 

Each year, five million Americans are admit-
ted to Intensive Care Units (ICUs), and it is 
estimated that as many as half a million of 
these are infants and children. Indeed, esti-
mates show that nearly one-half of infants and 
one-third of older children who die each year 
received ICU care. 

While medical technologies advance across 
the world, there unfortunately have been fewer 
true breakthroughs in critical care therapies in 
recent years, including those designed for chil-
dren and infants. Babies and children are the 
most fragile of critically ill patients; their ability 
to thrive and survive should be among our 
highest priorities. 

It is for these reasons that I am pleased to 
observe that today, the Children’s National 
Medical Center (CNMC) in Washington, D.C. 
will hold an inauguration ceremony naming 
The Ikaria  Distinguished Professorship of 
Critical Care. This chair will be sustained by a 
donation of $2.5 million by Ikaria, a bio-thera-
peutics company which provides acute care 
products that address significant unmet needs 
of ICU and neonatal ICU patients. Ikaria, 
which has manufacturing facilities in my home-
town of Madison, Wisconsin, is providing an 
unconditional gift to endow and establish a 
distinguished professorship for an outstanding 

physician-scientist who will provide leadership 
to advance the science of critical care medi-
cine. 

Madam Speaker, I hope you will join me in 
recognizing the tremendous potential value of 
this vital research professorship, and to ap-
plaud Ikaria and Children’s National Medical 
Center for their vision and commitment to the 
health of our Nation’s children. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BRIGADIER GENERAL 
JAMES L. MELIN 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and pay tribute to an individual from 
my Congressional District who has dedicated 
his life to defending the people of this country 
and preserving the basic freedoms and lib-
erties that we hold dear. Brigadier General 
James L. Melin, of the United States Air Force 
Reserve, is a true American hero and today I 
thank him for his 39 years of service. On Sat-
urday, March 27, 2010, General Melin will be 
honored at his retirement and Change of 
Command Ceremony at March Air Force Base 
in California. 

General Melin was commissioned through 
the ROTC program at St. Louis University, 
Missouri, and graduated in 1971. After gradua-
tion, he began active duty and completed his 
flight training at Reese Air Force Base, Texas, 
in 1974. 

During his career, General Melin’s assign-
ments included Administrative Officer, 1550th 
Aircrew Training Test Wing at Hill Air Force 
Base; KC–135 Pilot, 28th Bombardment Wing, 
Ellsworth Air Force Base; KC–135 Pilot and 
Mission Development Officer, 93rd Bombard-
ment Wing, Castle Air Force Base; Instructor 
Pilot, 931st Air Refueling Group, Grissom Air 
Force Base; and Evaluator Pilot, Chief of 
Plans, Chief of Standardization and Evalua-
tion, Director of Training, Operations Officer, 
and Operations Group Commander, 940th Air 
Refueling Wing, McClellan Air Force Base. 

In 1997, General Melin commanded the 
434th Operations Group, Grissom ARB, Indi-
ana and later assumed command of the 434th 
Air Refueling Wing. Starting in 2006, General 
Melin took command of the 452nd Air Mobility 
Wing at March Air Force Base in California. 

Throughout his exemplary career, General 
Melin has flewn over 5,500 hours and partici-
pated in tanker operations in Desert Shield, 
Desert Storm, Joint Forge, Noble Eagle, En-
during Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. 

General Melin’s awards include the Legion 
of Merit with oak leaf cluster, Meritorious Serv-
ice Medal with two oak leaf clusters, Aerial 
Achievement Medal, Air Force Commendation 
Medal, Air Force Achievement Medal, Air 
Force Outstanding Unit Award with ‘‘V’’ device 
and four oak leaf clusters, Southwest Asia 
Service Medal with two bronze stars, Global 
War on Terrorism Service Medal, Kuwait Lib-
eration Medal (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia), and 
Kuwait Liberation Medal (Government of Ku-
wait). 

General Melin will retire from the United 
States Air Force service with more than just 
his experience, decorated career and remark-
able accomplishments; his enduring legacy will 

serve as a shining example and constant re-
minder of what it means to be an American 
patriot and leader. I am grateful for his service 
and salute him as he retires from the Air 
Force. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DALI AND FELIX 
GONZALEZ 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and congratulate Dali and Felix 
Gonzalez, students at Perry High School in 
Perry, Iowa, for their efforts in raising money 
to help those devastated by the recent earth-
quake in Haiti. 

Dali and Felix are siblings who are originally 
from the Dominican Republic. Growing up in 
such close proximity to Haiti and having 
friends and acquaintances still living in Haiti, 
they felt a calling to help those in need. Felix, 
who is an avid artist, designed posters to 
demonstrate how close he used to live to the 
devastated region, and Dali made English and 
Spanish announcements about the fundraising 
effort over the school’s PA system. Over sev-
eral days they collected over $150.00 at their 
donation setup in the lunch room. It is esti-
mated that Dali and Felix’s efforts will feed 
more than 750 people. 

This collective effort at Perry High School is 
an example of what Iowa is all about—Iowans 
motivated and dedicated to personally helping 
people in need, and in this case those who 
have lost everything. I consider it an honor to 
represent Dali and Felix Gonzalez, all of those 
who donated money to Haiti, and ESL Instruc-
tor Julie Walstrom in the United States Con-
gress. Again, I congratulate Dali and Felix for 
their great act of compassion and charity. 

f 

NATIONAL GUARD EMPLOYMENT 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 22, 2010 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 1879, ‘‘Na-
tional Guard Employment Protection Act,’’ a 
bill that amends title 38, United States Code, 
to provide for employment and reemployment 
rights for certain individuals ordered to full- 
time National Guard duty. 

In these challenging economic times, with 
returning veterans experiencing unemployment 
rates in the double digits, we must do more to 
provide for our veterans’ basic needs. This 
legislation shows that the U.S. is grateful for 
our veterans’ service. Just as the military 
pledges to leave no soldier behind on the bat-
tlefield, this nation will leave no veteran behind 
when they come home. 

National Guard is America’s oldest armed 
force—dating back to 1636—and the only 
branch that serves both the Federal and State 
governments. The Guard answers to both the 
president of the United States and the gov-
ernors of their respective states and territories. 
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